RESPECT... RESPECT... RESPECT... 

Has it really Come to THIS....and if so Why????
A new season well underway and I have seen it, been involved in it and perhaps have been the cause of it – I’m asking myself can I continue to be involved! Too many reported incidents in such a short season – they go against the very core of what we are about. I had the honour of speaking to two hundred and fifty foreign delegates at a Conference in June. I told them about our great Association; our sports and cultural activities and our strong family, parish and volunteer ethos. I didn’t tell them about the “carry on” that takes place at some games; have I mislead them?
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Community Identity Community is atthe heart of our Association.

Everything we do helps to enrich the communities we serve.
We fostera clear sense of identity and place.
Amateur Status We are a volunteer led organisation.
Allour members play and engagein our games as amateurs.
We provide a games programme at all levels to meet the needs of
allour players.

Inclusiveness We welcome everybody to be part of our Association.
'We are anti-sectarian.
'We are anti-racist.

Player Welfare We provide the best playing experience for all our players.
We structure our games to allow players of all abilities reach their
potential.
Teamwork Effective teamwork on and off the field is the cornerstone of our
Association.

(There is no strength without working together)
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On Saturday we are off to Scotland to talk to the Scottish GAA Board. The values slide I will use highlights what we are “supposed to be about” - inclusive, community focused, amateur, players first and promoting RESPECT on and off the field. Is it happening?
[image: image4.png]



Reality check on RESPECT.....abusive spectator(s) shouting at their own players and management – at the opposition’s manager - managers and coaches (me included) questioning referees decisions - players being targeted for abuse or for “roughing up” by the opposition - managers engaging in fracas on the sideline - spectators invading the pitch – verbal and physical attacks on referees and players – verbal and physical abuse of County administrators – players being struck off the ball -  “it is only isolated incidents some will say - the majority of our games go off peacefully” – one incident is one too many. 
What Next.....Where is it all going, what will the end result be, someone dead from this foolishness? We can all play with passion, commitment and for our parishes but there is a line in the sand and too often we cross it. Let us not point the finger - but look at what we do and what we can contribute to ERRADICATING the scourge that is drifting into our games. 
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Our county stars ...must lead the way and in most cases they do lead by example on and off the pitch. However our bread and butter is the Club – we must start here to put things right. 
Put the Craic back in.....where has all the craic gone in Club games! Its win, win, win, train, train, train - the pressure always on “the outside manager on expenses”- with his motivational speeches designed to provoke a response on the pitch - to get his team to the next stage of the championship. 
“A pre-season friendly in Armagh, a small club with limited number of players - after it was over we were invited up for tea and sandwiches. I can’t remember the last time my club did that for a travelling team”.
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Player power.......The players must respect the fact that their opposing number must get up in the morning and go to work, earn a living and put food on the table. Sitting in hospital with a broken leg, broke jaw or spending time down in the police station making a complaint about an assault doesn’t put food on the table. 
“All because a player is better than you on the day or is giving you the run around – time to goad, nip, talk trash, punch of the ball, break a jaw, provoke and get him to strike – yes he is gone – sent off”. 
Is this what it is about - “player goading is something that leads to in discipline and off the ball incidents” and this is where the officials must come into play – they are there to implement the rules but they are also there to protect the players and nip ‘un sportsman’ like conduct in the bud. 
RESPECT REFEREES... in our Club Games this is for the most part very poor. As a coach on the sideline, I find it very hard to keep quiet when a decision is made that “in my book” is a poor one. We have to learn the skill and composure that people like Mickey Harte exhume. Now before I open my mouth I think about what my job is and remember:
“Club Minor game in south Derry at 7pm during the week - the referee has travelled from north Derry 35 miles one way - probably in from work and back out the door passing his family on the way - and doing it primarily so that his club can continue to play in the leagues”

Does he deserve verbal abuse, does he deserve physical abuse, and does he deserve to be laid up in hospital in a coma or recovering from a broken jaw. No he doesn’t RESPECT please. 
Spectators... we are all spectators at a game; players, coaches, managers, referees, linesmen and “the spectators”. We all have opinions and in most cases we keep our opinions to ourselves. I have been shocked by the abuse that some spectators have given to players, referees and coaches. For some reason we want everyone to know what our opinion is at a GAA game. It is the one hour in the week where we feel we have the platform to say what we want - in whatever way we want - at whatever volume we want and with as many profanities as we want – and not have to suffer any consequences. 

“We paid our money at the gate so we can say whatever we want” 

There is a “Jekyll and Hyde” within us all - coaches, players and spectators. In everyday life we all want to be good upstanding citizens - go to work each day - represent our organisations in a professional manner -do our jobs to the best of our abilities. On match day we have the opportunity to let loose - comments, remarks, profanities and behaviour that we wouldn’t accept in our homes in front of children, partners and spouses or in the workplace in front of colleagues. We really have no right to use them in the GAA sporting arena (in my opinion) even if we pay in at the gate. We all want to represent the parish with pride - players, coaches, parents, spectators and officials so let us work together to combat the scourge and challenge those who don’t VALUE and RESPECT what our games stand for. 
RESPECT.... RESPECT... RESPECT
Potential Abuse during a Game
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